Portrait PHOTOGRAPHY
Portrait:   A likeness of a person, especially one showing the face, 



     which is created by a painter or photographer.
WHY DO WE TAKE PORTRAITS?

To capture CHARACTER…
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT, AND ALSO THE MOST CHALLENGING ASPECT OF PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY!!
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HEADSHOT – 
         A portrait for an actor to 
         advertise themselves.

FORMAL vs. INFORMAL

FORMAL PORTRAITS

●  Shot in a studio/controlled environment
●  Photographer controls all aspects of the photo (lighting, background, composition, clothing, props, etc.)
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INFORMAL PORTRAITS

●  Usually shot on location

●  Photographer can not control all aspects of photograph
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●  Familiar surroundings can relax the subject
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● CANDID PORTRAITS ARE EASIEST TO TAKE IN PUBLIC PLACES WHERE LOTS OF PEOPLE CARRY CAMERAS

● ASK PERMISSION WHENEVER POSSIBLE

● USE THE ZOOM TO KEEP DISTANCE AND FOR FINE TUNE CROPPING

BOTH FORMAL AND INFORMAL PORTRAITS

 SHOULD TELL THE VIEWER THE SUBJECT’S PERSONALITY THROUGH: 
·       1. POSITIONING

·       2. SETTING

·       3. LIGHTING

·       4. COMPOSITION

·       5. PROPS/CLOTHING

1. POSITIONING

●  POSITION BODY AND HEAD FACING DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS. 
●  MASCULINE POSE: TILT TOP OF HEAD TOWARD FAR SHOULDER. 
●  FEMININE POSE: TILT TOP OF HEAD TOWARD NEAR SHOULDER. 

2. SETTING

A PERSON’S CHARACTER CAN BE HEIGHTENED

BY THE SETTING.  IT CAN CHANGE:

·  MOOD (scary, cheerful, neutral)

·  TIME (time period – 19th century to Future)

·  TEXTURE (creates pattern – brick wall, waterfall)

·  PLACE (where in the world?)
3. LIGHTING

· Cloudy day is best = diffused, even lighting doesn’t create harsh shadows

· Use direct harsh light (sunlight) to produce silhouette

· Use a reflector to bounce light onto other side of face

4. COMPOSITION

ANGLE

· High/ low angle changes mood

RULE OF THIRDS

· Try partial subject – subject becomes mysterious

5. CLOTHING/ PROPS 

- BLACK ON WHITE = HIGH CONTRAST

- TRY VARIOUS OUTFITS AND PROPS TO SEE HOW 

IT AFFECTS MOOD (construction worker – shovel, 

manager – clipboard)

-  IN GROUP PHOTOS, BRIGHTLY CLOTHED 

INDIVIDUALS SHOULD BE PLACED IN THE MIDDLE.

PORTRAITS OF CHILDREN

· MAKE THE ATMOSPHERE FUN AND RELAXED

·  TALK TO THE CHILD CONSTANTLY

·  KNEEL SO THAT THE CAMERA IS AT EYE LEVEL

·  WORK QUICKLY – CHILDREN WON’T STAY STILL FOR LONG
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PORTRAITS OF ANIMALS

· SAME AS CHILDREN BUT WITH LESS CONTROL

·  BE PATIENT IN ORDER TO GET THE PHOTO YOU  WANT

· USE A LONG LENS TO NOT SCARE THE ANIMAL

FINAL TIPS

    -    USE A ZOOM (FOCAL LENGTH) 

         TO AVOID CROWDING OF SUBJECT

· DON’T RELY ON ONLY ONE PHOTO

· TALK TO SUBJECT – MAKE THEM FEEL  COMFORTABLE

EACH PORTRAIT IS A MOMENT IN TIME – LET IT TELL A STORY! 
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We’re done.  Now take a minute to ponder your portrait potential, like Johnson!
